
At the Annual General Meeting in April we had our elections. The new line up is...
President: Phil Westlake
Vice President: Heinz Czychun
Treasurer: Carol Fox
Secretary: Val Kooistra
Membership: Nancy White
Director at Large: Karl Hurtzig
Social Directors: Val Kooistra
& Jackie Patterson

Special Interest Group Leaders
Novice: John Burnett
Internet: David Morris
PhotoShop: Jackie Patterson
Desktop Publishing: David Morris
Video Editing: Herb Kenneford

See page 2 for contact info.

by David Morris - djmorris@blvl.igs.net

To me a good Mac session is one that the
computer doesn’t crash. But from all those
crashes comes some knowledge, of what to
avoid and what to use when I need help.

I put my hard drive through a lot of
punishment, running dozens of control
panels and extensions, and trying software
new and old. Once in a while something
tries to access some part of memory that
something else already is. BAAM!!! A
not-so-quick restart later and either Norton
tells me that something is wrong or I have
problems using a program.

Every Mac has a couple invisible files
that handle how it shows everything and
what program opens what. As time goes on
it gets crammed with info and sometimes
corrupted. If some files won’t open or
generic icons show up then it’s time to
Rebuild the Desktop. This is very easy and
can be done to any volume (any disk) that
is not locked, such as CDs.

Easy as pie, hold down the Command
and Option keys before your Mac starts up
or restart and hold them down. A message
comes up, after everything has loaded,
asking if you want to rebuild the desktop
let go of the keys and click Yes.

To have a clean rebuild get the freeware
program TechTool (there is a commercial,
full bodied version called TechTool Pro).

It has a Rebuild function that deletes the
original files forcing the system to rebuild
them from scratch.

Backing up means to take any important
files you make or download and put them
on a removable disk like a diskette, or a
ZIP disk, etc. This will insure that you can
reload them onto your hard drive after a
major crash. If you have the installer disks
for the System Folder and your programs
you don’t need to back them up, but if you
download a neat little game or control
panel you should save the original file to
another disk. I have one hard drive die four
times since I bought it in 1993. It’s no fun
rebuilding the System file and loading my
applications three times. (I let it rest the last
time. I might format it again someday.)

Backing up is as easy as putting a diskette
in the floppy drive and moving files onto it.
Or as difficult as using a backing up utility
and a SyJet removable drive. Or really
difficult, having an iMac with no floppy
drive or external removable drive like a
USB ZIP drive or similar.

Getting files from your USB iMac or G3
to a removable drive.

If you have an ethernet capable Mac: Get
a ‘crossover’ ethernet cable long enough to
go between the two machines, then go to
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Letters to the Editor, reviews of current products, etc., are welcome.
• They can be mailed to the Group or emailed to me, the editor, David Morris at djmorris@blvl.igs.net.
• DEADLINE for receiving Articles, Columns, Classifieds and Ads is the first Thursday of the month before the

meeting (the third Thursday).

If you would like to submit a story or review here are a few guidelines to make it easy.
    In reviews please indicate which computers can use the program/item and their memory requirements. Rating
the item is up to you. Raving too. (No bashing please)
    Stories can be 200 to 600 words long. (A column of text is about 400-500 words long.)
    If you are sending a file (email, mail or disk) save it as a plain text file (SimpleText), MS Word file, MacWrite,
NisusWriter, or ClarisWorks file.
    For reviews I’d like two pictures, a PICT of the program’s icon and possibly a sample of its work or what it does,
again in PICT format (a screen shot will do, I can edit out the extraneous stuff.)

Getting rid of a Macintosh? Give us a call!

Meetings are 7 p.m. on the
third Thursday of the month
(except July, Aug. and Dec.) in
the Pioneer Building (the
smaller building south of the
main entrance) at Loyalist
College, Wallbridge/Loyalist
Road, Belleville. Room P1.

~ Everyone Welcome! ~

Special Interest Groups:
Contact these members if they
have questions or problems.
Desktop Publishing:
David Morris, 962-0684,
djmorris@blvl.igs.net
Internet: David Morris,
962-0684, djmorris@blvl.igs.net
Novice:
John Burnett, 392-6872,
burnett@blvl.igs.net
PhotoShop :
Jackie Patterson, 969-9387,
JackiePatterson@sympatico.ca
Video Editing:
Herb Kenneford, 475-6010,
herbkenneford@stella.mail.net

Recently a delegation from Quinte
Macintosh User Group went to the Adobe
Canada User Group Tour which was held
at the Prince Hotel in Toronto.
Admission was free, you can’t beat that!
The speaker was Colin Smith who took
us through Premiere 6, AfterEffects,
GoLive 5, PhotoShop 6 & Illustrator 9.
Colin had the delegates entranced with
his knowledge of these programs. He
made them seem so easy to use. The
consortium was three hours long minus a
fifteen minute coffee break at half time.
The refreshments included tea, coffee,

juices and many cookies and assorted
quick breads.

Every delegate received an Adobe
Acrobat 5.0 CD and an Adobe baseball
cap. Several great door prizes were
handed out to the lucky delegate winners.

A great educational time was had by all.
It was nice to see what Adobe is doing to
the betterment of all. Adobe gave Phil
Westlake lots of door prizes for our local
QMUGS Group.



the Chooser, click on AppleTalk Active and set the
AppleTalk or Network control panel to use Ethernet.
On each machine select the hard drive icon and choose
Sharing from the File Menu, might be under Get Info
for iMacs.

Run a disk maintenance program once a
month or so to help keep your files healthy.
If you have a crash it is a good idea to use
them. Below are the two I recommend.

Disk First Aid - Use it every so often,
apparently it can find some problems that
commercial programs miss. Click on Verify
first then Fix. This helps the program to
locate any possible problems.

Norton Utilities - One of the best. Use v3.5
for anything before a PowerPC (with only 3 digits
in its name), v4.0 for anything up to and including an
iMac or G3, and v5.0 for newer machines.

... is a hotly debated subject, but I feel that if you
don’t know what it is you probably don’t need to do it.
Partitioning means to make your hard drive appear to
be two or more hard drives. There are a couple of
reasons for doing this. One, it makes the file sizes
smaller so you can put more files on your hard drive.
Take a look at the smallest file on your hard drive.
Select it and choose Get Info from the File Menu. A
SimpleText file with the letter “z” on it needs only 333
bytes but it takes up 4K on a 120 megabyte hard drive.
Two, you can put similar files on each partition. You
can put all the files needed to run the Mac on the first
partition, ie the System Folder, and Documents on
another and Applications on a third. This is like having
your car in a detached garage, your bedroom in the
house and your clothes and bathroom in the detached
guest house. If you are not careful with where you
place files they could go anywhere. (Hint: watch the
popup at the top of the Save Window, it tells you what
folder you are viewing and if you hold it down you’ll
see what drive it leads to.) A final reason for
partitioning, IF a partition dies you can save your files
from the other partitions. See “Back Up, Back Up,
Back Up” above.

Sounds like a lot of work and it is. I’ve done it many
times to several computers. Here’s how it goes. Either
you’ve had a bad crash or you’ve decided to refresh

your hard drive.
(WARNING! These steps will erase all information

on your hard drive. Do no do it unless you are sure you
have the installers for the programs you use, important
files saved elsewhere and the time to spare.)

First you need to back up any important files such as
letters, software preference files and the like. Find

the original System software installation disk or
CD and put it into the appropriate drive.
Restart the computer, if you are using a CD
hold the letter ‘C’ down. On a iMac or G3 go
to the control panel Startup Disk and select
the CD then restart. If you are using a Startup
Diskette just put it in the drive and restart.
Macs check the floppy drive for a disk with a
System folder, if not there then the CD-ROM
drive, then any hard drive connected to the
computer.

Anybody’s Mac Book
Easy Macintosh, 2nd Ed.
How to do Everything with your - iBook
How to do Everything with your - iMac, 2nd Ed.
iMac: Fast & Easy
Mac OS 8 for Dummies
Mac OS 9.1 Black Book
Macs for Dummies, 2nd Ed.
MacWorld Mac Secrets, 5th Ed. (w/CD)
Quicken 2000 for the Mac, the Official Guide (Catalog

No. 332)
Teach yourself: Mac OS 9
The Complete Idiots Guide to iBook
The iBook for Dummies
The Macintosh: From Mystery to Mastery
The Missing Manual: AppleWorks 6
The Missing Manual: Mac OS 9
Upgrading and Troubleshooting your iBook, iMac, G3/

G4, PowerBook (w/CD)
Visual Quickstart Guide: Mac OS 9
Windows for Mac Users

Now why am I listing a Windows-to-Mac book?
Recently my wife, Judy, needed a Windows machine to
run software for her Pampered Chef record keeping. No
Mac version. This book outlines the differences and
similarities between the Mac OS and Windows 95/98.

So now we have a PowerMac 7100 and a 486/66 PC.
I can now check out all the Windows/DOS programs on
the CD-ROM Today disks I had collecting dust.



Backing up means to take any important files you
make or download and put them on a removable disk
like a diskette, a ZIP disk, optical disk, CD-ROM, etc.
This will insure that you can reload them onto your
hard drive after a major crash or share them with
friends or co-workers. If you have the installer disks for
the System Folder and installers for your programs you
don’t need to back them up, but if you download
updaters for them or a neat little game or control panel
you should save the original file to another disk. I have
one hard drive die several times since I bought it in
1993. It’s no fun rebuilding the System file and loading
my applications again and again. I let it rest the last
time. I might format it again someday.

Backing up is as easy as putting a diskette in the
floppy drive and moving files onto it. Or really
difficult, having an iMac with no floppy drive. Where
and how do you back up your important files?

How often do you back up? I do small back ups, to
diskettes, when I download an important file. I do a
major back up once or twice a month to a SyJet
cartridge. Then every six months or so I transfer them
to CD-ROMs.

Cheap & Easy: If you have a ‘floppy drive’ you can
back up files to diskettes, but soon they will be hard to
find.

Not So Cheap & Easy: Drag files to a Zip drive,
optical disk, SyQuest or SyJet cartridge. These drives
cost from $90-300; and their cartridges $15-150. Zips
are very reliable and popular, and they will hold 94mb
of information. I bought my SyJet through an auction
on ebay for about $300 including 2 extra 1.5 gb
cartridges. If you have an older Mac and an iMac and
you are serious then you need a SCSI version for the
older Mac and an USB version for the iMac. Or use the
method below.

Cheap & Difficult: Transferring files from an iMac or
USB G3/G4 to another Mac. These machines don’t
have floppy drives, or any sort of removable media
drive. Bad Apple. If you have a second Mac with an
ethernet connector (some like the 6100, 7100, & 8100
have a AAUI port so you need a AAUI transceiver as
well) you can connect the two with a ‘crossover’
ethernet cable. Then in the AppleTalk or Networking
control panel choose “Ethernet”.

FYI: If you have two Macs with FireWire ports you
can connect them with a FireWire cable and watch the
files zoom!

Not So Cheap & Difficult: Set up all your older
Macs with Ethernet and connect them all with the iMac
or G3 with an ‘Ethernet Hub’. The hub allows for more
than two computers to connect to the ethernet network.
You’ll need ethernet cards or AAUI transceivers for the
older Macs, an ethernet hub and lots of regular ethernet
cable.

How do you get a 5.2 mb file onto 1.4 mb diskettes?
Find a copy of Stuffit Lite a shareware ‘compression’
utility. This type of application removes or ‘remembers’
redundancies, like in a text file if the word ‘Macintosh’
appears 35 times then the compression program
remembers the word and sets a mark where it appears
thus reducing the size of the final file. In most cases
you’ll see a 50-80% size reduction. (Text files and
images with large areas of horizontal colour compress
the most. Images and fonts the least.) Great. But what if
the file size is still too big for a diskette? Stuffit Lite (or
Deluxe) can be used to ‘segment’ the file. This means to
split the file into diskette sized chunks. Run the
program, go to Translate -> Segmenting -> Segment...
You’ll be asked for a file to segment. Here I change the
size of the segments. High Density Disks are set at
1400k but most hidden files on diskettes don’t leave
enough space so I set the size to Other... 1330k. Click
on the Segment button and choose a place to save all the
segments. Then you can drag each segment to their own
diskettes. Label each diskette as to what file their are
holding and which segment, e.g. “Netscape
Communicator v4.7.2 13/14” Later when you need to
reinstall the original file you retrieve all your copies
from the diskettes and you can either use Stuffit Lite (or
Deluxe) to Join the files or use Stuffit Expander to
rejoin the files and expand them to their former
incarnation.

Another segmenting program I found is Split It!
(Find it at http://www.macdownload.com or
http://www.download.com) It’s a simple little program
that segments and joins segments it makes. The only
problem I found with the program is the dialog box for
making a segment size. You can choose a preset size of
a diskette, Zip, etc., but I found that the preset for
diskettes (in this program and Stuffit) is 20-30k too
large for a diskette. Probably due to the current OS
putting more files on diskettes than previous
incarnations. The segment size is set in bytes not
kilobytes or megabytes, so a diskette is at about
1,442,300 bytes.

But it works very well and without too much
instruction.

by David Morris - djmorris@blvl.igs.net



On June 21, 2001 Quinte MUGS held their annual
barbecue at the home of Mrs. Jackie Patterson. The event
was hosted by Val Kooistra and Jackie. Heinz Czychun and
Karl Hurtzig were the Kings of all Cooks serving up
delicious hamburgers & hot dogs. Members brought great
salads, condiment trays, fancy desserts plus everything you
could possibly put on a hamburger. Rain tried to dampen the
spirit of the party but being such a hardy bunch the party
continued in a cheerful mood. Many thanks to everyone who
attended. We were so pleased to see such a large turnout.
We hope to see you all at our next annual barbecue in 2002.

“Just a short note to thank you so much for the lovely time
at your place last night. Both Uwe and I had a pleasant time
and enjoyed ourselves so much, also the lovely company and
delicious food which you prepared for all. Thanks again.”
Dolores

 “Hi Jackie, the day after the night before, and best of all
no hangover. Both my parents were wondering what was
wrong... that I was home so early ;-)Thanks for such high
praise, I enjoyed myself too, and happy to hear that so many
enjoyed themselves. I was glad to add my small effort to all
the work yourself, Karl, Val, and Nancy put in. Thanks for
putting together such a great party.” Heinz

“Very many thanks for giving us a chance to eat too much,
now I have to go for a very long walk! Elizabeth & I can
appreciate how much work you had to do to put such a BBQ
on for so many. I really should not have eaten so much,
many thanks.” Gordon & Elizabeth

“Hi Jackie: Thank you so much for being such a
wonderful hostess, not only for our party last night, but for
the Photoshop group all the year round. Anyway, thank you
for a wonderful evening. See you soon.” Richard

“Hello Jackie. Thanks for your ‘thank you’ note from a
few days ago. To tell you the truth, there is no need to thank
the cooks. All the thank you's have  to go to the Hostess for
putting up with our bunch. As for my self I just want to say,
thanks for trusting me with the BBQ, and getting a chance to
burn only the odd hamburger, and not  being at all afraid of
me burning your place down instead. Besides that, I had a
good time, and it was fun seeing every one having a good
time. Thanks again Jackie, and we’ll be seeing you soon.”
Karl

“Your party was absolutely great and I enjoyed every
minute of it. You certainly know how to entertain in spades.
Talk to you later.” Love, Janet

“Dear Mom, thanks for hosting the annual BBQ party for
QMUGS. You sure make it nice for everyone especially
Nancy when she received her special Adobe hat. Did you
take that great photo of her modelling it? The food was
great and that was the very best hamburger I have ever
eaten in my entire life. I think it was Herb’s hot spicy pepper

relish that made it taste so terrific as well as all the other
things I loaded on it. Heinz and Carl did a great job as the
chefs! Thanks again for the great time. I would love to host it
next year.” Love, Val


